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their attentions were leather goods; they bought hand-
bags, brief cases, gloves and so on. The great Bata shoe
shop in Wenzel Square was sold out immediately. The
Czechs soon retaliated, however. Whenever the Germans,
who were usually accompanied by Sudeten-German
interpreters, wanted to buy anything, they were usually
informed that it was sold out. If, for example, a German
wanted to buy size eight in shoes, the shop-keeper
regretted he had only size seven in stock. Some of the
shops refused to serve Germans and were heavily fined.
A few shops, mostly those which formerly belonged to
Jews, displayed the sign * Aryan Business', but ninety
per cent of the shopkeepers refused to do so. As Aryans
and Czechs they considered it a disgrace to culture and
civilisation. During the first days the Czechs kept the
shops open for only a few hours, but they were ordered
to keep them open the whole day. Thereupon the Czechs
mobilised all their relations and acquaintances who came
and stood in long queues outside the shops, which they
proceeded to clear out. This was not purely to forestall
the Germans. The Czechs bought all goods that had
been imported, for they knew that they would soon
be unobtainable owing to lack of foreign currency. This
buying fever produced a shortage of cash; there was a
rise in prices, until the Gestapo decreed that from March
ist, 1939, prices must not be raised.

Numbers of so-called chain-letters are being spread
through Bohemia and Moravia. They are neither signed
nor is the sender mentioned. The letters contain words
of consolation and courage and quotations from the most